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Bright Future for Energy Efficiency 

More Midwesterners work in energy efficiency (513,695) than any other clean energy sector. 

Energy efficiency added 7,611 jobs last year in the region, a 1.5 percent growth rate. What do 

energy efficiency workers do? They manufacture ENERGY STAR-rated appliances and install 

efficient lighting systems; tweak traditional heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) 

systems; design high-efficiency HVAC units; build renewable heating and cooling systems; 

and handle advanced building materials. Other jobs employ people who implement software 

and contractors who diagnose, adjust, and verify HVAC efficiency. While the Midwest's energy 

efficiency sector grew, it fell short of the nation's overall 3.1 percent growth rate, suggesting 

potential for future growth. 

19.9% 102,294 jobs 
ENERGY STAR and 
Efficient Lighting 

21.9% 112,520 jobs 
Traditional HVAC 

Renewables Overcome Solar's Sluggish Year 

22.3% 114,473 jobs 
Advanced Materials 

24.4% 125,5161obs 
High Efficiency HVAC 
and Renewable H&C 

11.5% 58,893 jobs 
Other 

Renewable energy employs over 83,127 workers, second-highest in the Midwest's clean energy 

sector and over 3,900 more than the previous year (a 5 percent growth rate). Zooming in 

on specific industries, there are 35,478 wind workers and 38,759 solar workers. While wind 

grew 4.3 percent (adding 1,504 jobs), solar moved in a different direction. The solar industry 

lost 1.4 percent of its workers, or 562 jobs. This came as companies rushed to complete 

projects in 2016 to qualify for expiring tax credits, then cut jobs in 2017. Solar also struggled 

with uncertainties around tariffs at the federal level. Jobs in renewables encompass diverse 

industries including geothermal, bioenergy, and low-impact hydroelectric power. Despite solar's 

performance, the Midwest's renewables sector appears strong compared to the rest of the U.S., 

which shed 3,800 renewables jobs overall. 

42.7% 35,478 jobs 
Wind 

46.0% 38,196 jobs 
Solar 

8.0% 6,635 jobs 
Bioenergy/CHP 

2.1% 1,736 jobs 
Low-impact Hydroelectric 

1.3% 1,081 jobs 
Geothermal 
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39.0% Construction

1.3% Agriculture & Forestry

7.9% Professional Services

9.6% Other Services

32.9% Manufacturing

9.1% Trade

0.2% Utilities


